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Ban on cell towers considered

Trustees set to
review contracts
with providers

" By :elerﬂegarty
phegarty@bayareanewsgroup.com

mA — Trustees

with the Alameda Unified
School District are looking
intoaban on the installation
of future cell phone towers
on campuses, a move that
follows parents and others
voicing concern that emis-
sions from the towers may
threaten children's health.

Trustees also plan to re-
view the district’s current
contracts with cell phone
providers, which have tow-
ers at three schools, for
loopholes to éwasibly have
them removed.

The actions by trust-
ees on Aug. 12 followed an
ATE&T representative brief-
ing them on the company’s
tower at Maya Lin School
on Taylor Avenue, saying it
meets safety standards and
provides a vital service to
customers.

“The board is between
a rock and a hard place on
this one because we are
being asked to make a sci-
entific judgment that none
of us are equipped to do,”
Trustee  Barbara
gaid. “We hear (the ATET
representative) saying it’s
safe; we have parents cit-
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ing information that it's not
safe. Our responsibility is
essentially to the children,
to the parents — those are
the people that we serve,
and AT&T has a different
agenda.”

Along with the tower at
MayaLin, AT&T hasatower
at Wood Middle School on

Grand Avenue, where until P’

recently Sprint/Nextel also
had a tower. T-Mobile hag
a tower at Alameda High
School on Encinal Avenue.
The district receives about
$150,000 annually for pro-
viding the sites, according
to school officials.

AT&T’s tower at Maya
Lin, which generates $2,167
monthly for the distriet,
was installed in October
2004 and the company's
contract provides it with
four automatic renewals at
five-year intervals. Terms
are similar for the other
tower sites.

The Maya Lin tower
serves the neighborhood
roughly bordered by Lin-
coln and San Antonio av-
enues and by St. Charles
and Page streets, company
representative Daren Chan
said.

“This site provides ser-
vice every day for custom-
ers who live and work in
this area, as well as custom-
ers who travel through it,
including to and from Maya
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Lin,” Chan said. “We cannot
eliminate this site without
significantly xmpactmg our
customers in this area,”

The company also has a
valid contract for use of the
school site, he said.

Safety concerns about
the towers, especially
at Maya Lin and Wood,
rompted a community
workshop earlier this year
and since then attorneys for
AT&T and the district have
been working to determine
the future of the towers,

“So far, we are pretty
stalemawd," Trustee Mar-
gie Sherratt said. “That’s
the frustratmn our commu-
nity is feeli

Trustee 'l‘nsh Spencer
questionedwhetherATET's
tower on Webster Street,
less than & half-mile from
Maya Lin, could provide
coverage for the area near
the school, and whether the
company still installed tow-
ers on campuses. Chan said
he would return at a future
school board meeting with
the answers.

Along with calling on
district officials to draft a
resolution on restricting
the installation of future
towers, trustees asked offi-
cials to follow up on a clause
in AT&T's contract for the
‘Wood site that allows the
district to end the arrange-
ment with a one-year notice
and without cause.

more than 1,300
realized their goal of
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"Shrek the Musical" at the Kofman Auditorium.

‘Shrek the Musical’
a hit at the Kofman

(COURTESY OF ERIC ERAUN
The cast of Alameda-based Tomorrow Youth Re};enory performs a scene from

he musical drew crowds of

Fecple to the performances, which were held Aug. 15-17. "They
rowdlng theater by the community for the community,"
said Sylvne Schmid of TomorrowYouth Repertory.
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2231 Harbor Bay Parkway

ALAMEDA, CA
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 Upgrades throughout inciuding hardwood (1ars, gtass walis and Mecho shades

ALAMEDA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Notice of Availabxlity and Notice of Intent
to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration
This Is to inform the general public that the Alameda
Unified Schaol District (AUSD) proposes to adopt a
Mitigated Negativa Declaration for the following project:
Project Title: Wood Middle School Field Lighting Project
Project Description: The Alameda Unified School District
is proposing the installation of four (4) field lighting poles
each mounted with an assembly of shisided luminaries
surrounding the Minor baseball field on the Wood Middle

School campus.
Public Review Perlod: August 28, 2014~ October 1, 2014
Public Hearing Date: September 23, 2014
Public Hearing Locatlon:  Board of Education Mesting
Alameda City Hal
2263 Santa Clara Avenus

The Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration, as
well as all referonced documents, will be available for
public review at the Alameda Unified School District Office
located at 2060 Chaflenger Drive, Alameda, CA or on the
AUSD wabsite at www.alameda.k12.ca.us, Please submit
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Alameda, CA 94501

on the Mitigated Negative Daclaration to
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e o caleecom
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any
the Alamada Unified School District on or before October
1, 2014. Please direct your questions and/or comments
to Dr. Robert Clark, Chief Business Officer, Alameda
Unified School District, 2060 Challenger Drive, Alameda,
CA 84501, or relark@alameda.k12.ca.us.

PROGRAMS

Bishop O'Dowd Schools

Bishop O'Dowd High School
is the Catholic co-educational,
college  preparatory  high
school in Oakland with a 62-
year wadition of academic
excellence. Acv O'Dowd, we
prepare our students for
the top universidies with
curriculum that includes 16
Advanced Placement courses
and 12 Honors courses to
build on all levels of Math,
Science, English, Technology,
world languages, and social
studies. College counselors

guide our seniors to make
the best college decisions w0
set their paths for rewarding
carcers. To ensure balance
in our students’ lives, we
offer religious studies and
comprehensive physical
education, along with electives
like computer programming,
marine biology, multimedia
design courses, and fully
integrated arts, music and
drama programs. Qur student
athletes  participate in 15
interscholastic sports on 57

Bisnor.O'Dowb
HiciSciioorn

teams, including water pole,
lacrasse and rugby as well
as the traditional sports. An
extensive student  activities
progam  includes  the
National Honor Society, our
champion Speech and Debate
wam, an award-winning
Mock Trial team, intramurals,
and more than 50 clubs that
invite students 1o develop
their interests, abilities and
leadership ~ skills. Pl

W.LS.H. Montclair

WISH Montclir:  Spanish  Learning
Center is located in the heart of Montclair
Village at 2065 Mounain Blvd. near
Starbucks. WISH offers students K - 5
in-depth Spanish instruction. We also

are educational and fun. Successful WISH
Students are positioned to excel in high
school, college Spanish programs and
beyond. They are equipped to thrive in

our burgeoning bilingual saciety. Fm more

offer private and ipri tutoring
for older childsen and adults. The goal of
WISH is to teach students Spanish to the
point of proficiency. Ranging from those
just beginning to learn Spanish to more
advanced students working to hone fluency,
WISH offers a dynamic curriculum that

visit ww

or call (510) 339-9474.

lates language learning and mastery.

contact us: (510) 577-9100

or www.bishopodowd.org.
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EXPERIENCE O’DOWD
Be Your Best

The customized instruction offered at
WISH assures students’ linguistic journeys
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We Instruct Spanish Heritage

&2, Hablemos en Espafiol

www.wishmontclair.com
510.339.9474

“Let’s speak in Spanish”

2065

Blvd. | Oakland, CA 94611
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