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Objectives

• Review context and components of CAASPP and CA 
Dashboard

• Present overview of AUSD’s Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) results for ELA and 
Math, and results of CA Dashboard Indicators

• Identify high level trends as a result of the data and 
implications for next steps



• Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) 
– Grades 3-8, 11
– English Language Arts
– Mathematics

• California Alternate Assessment (CAA)
– If designated on a students’ IEP takes place of SBAC

• California Science Test (CAST) 
– Grades 5, 8, High School

CAASPP System Key Components
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SBAC Scores
Achievement Levels

Distance from Meeting Standard
Distance between all student test scores and lowest 
possible numeric score for level 3

• Each student’s DFS is calculated 
separately

• All individual DFS scores are 
combined to determine an Average 
DFS for LEA, school, student group, 
etc.

• Levels are based on overall numeric 
scores (2000-3000)

• Vary by content area and grade level
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Overall SBAC Performance (non-cohort)
ELA

Math



Subject Area Scores  - 7 Claims, 3 Levels
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English Language Arts/Literacy
1. Reading 
2. Writing
3. Listening
4. Research/Inquiry

Mathematics
1. Concepts & Procedures
2. Problem Solving and Modeling 

& Data Analysis
3. Communicating Reasoning
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SBAC Performance by Claim ELA (non-cohort)
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SBAC Performance by Claim Math (non-cohort)
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SBAC Results: ELA by School (non-cohort)
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SBAC Results: Math by School (non-cohort)
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SBAC Results: ELA by Student Groups (non-cohort)
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SBAC Results: Math by Student Groups (non-cohort)
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SBAC Results: ELA by Grade (non-cohort)
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SBAC Results: Math by Grade (non-cohort)
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SBAC Results: Cohort ELA by School 
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SBAC Results: Cohort Math by School 
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SBAC Results: Cohort ELA by Claim 
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SBAC Results: Cohort Math by Claim 
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SBAC Results: Cohort ELA & Math by Grade 
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SBAC Results: Cohort ELA by Student Group 

Student Group n size
AUSD 2131

African American 120
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SBAC Results: Cohort Math by Student Group 

Student Group n size
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California Dashboard
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California Dashboard Results: English Language 
Arts & Math
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California Dashboard Results: English Language 
Arts by School
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California Dashboard Results: English Language 
Arts by Student Group
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California Dashboard Results: Math by School
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California Dashboard Results: Math by Student 
Group
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Differences Between SBAC Results and CA 
Dashboard

Rules applied to the Dashboard NOT included in our internal 
data analysis of SBAC Results:
• Continuous enrollment from census day to first day of 

testing
• English Language Learning students who have been in the 

country for less than one year
• CAA results levels 1-3 and “top of the scale range approach” 

Participation Rate including change for 2020 Dashboard
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California Dashboard Results: English Learner 
Progress Indicator
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California Dashboard Results: English Learner 
Progress Indicator
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California Dashboard Results: Graduation Rate
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California Dashboard Results: Graduation Rate for
Non-Dashboard Alternative School Status (DASS) Schools
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California Dashboard Results: Graduation Rate for 
Dashboard Alternative School Status (DASS) High Schools
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California Dashboard Results: Graduation Rate 
by Student Group
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California Dashboard Results: Graduation Rate 
by Student Group
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California Dashboard Results: College and Career 
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California Dashboard Results: College and Career 
Indicator by School 
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California Dashboard Results: College and Career 
Indicator by Student Group
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California Dashboard Results: Suspension Rate 
Overall
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California Dashboard Results: Suspension Rate by 
School
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California Dashboard Results: Suspension Rate by 
Student Group
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California Dashboard Results: Chronic 
Absenteeism Overall
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California Dashboard Results: Chronic 
Absenteeism by School
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California Dashboard Results: Chronic 
Absenteeism by Student Group
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SPSA Content Improvement Focus
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Chronic Absence Improvement to Celebrate
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Chronic Absence Improvement to Celebrate
Schools with greater than .5% improvement December 2019-20 compared to 
December 2018-19

School Jan 18-19 Jan 19-20 Difference

Alameda High School 9.4 8.9 -0.5

Earhart Elementary School 4.1 3.0 -1.1

Encinal Jr/Sr High School 14.3 12.1 -2.2

Franklin Elementary School 4.6 3.2 -1.4

Island High School 59.5 54.7 -4.8

Lincoln Middle School 5.5 4.8 -0.7

Love Elementary School 11.2 9.2 -2.0

Maya Lin School 8.0 5.5 -2.5

Otis Elementary School 6.5 5.2 -1.3

Paden Elementary School 13.3 8.2 -5.1

Ruby Bridges School 18.6 18.1 -0.5

Wood Middle School 13.9 9.6 -4.3
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SBAC Scores/Academic Dashboard Indicator 
Summary
• Overall, 2019 ELA scores showed improvement when looking at cohort data 

with the exception of students who identify as African American, and 
performance gaps persist across ethnicity, English Learner status, ability 
status, and school sites. 

• Overall, 2019 Math scores showed decline when looking at cohort data, and 
performance gaps persist across ethnicity, English Learner status, ability 
status, and school sites. 

• AUSD continues to outperform the county and state in both Mathematics 
and ELA, however, we strive to do better for the students we serve in our 
system.

• While we celebrate our improvement in many grade levels and at particular 
school sites, our overall performance gaps for schools and subgroups remain 
a prioritized area for action.
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Dashboard Summary
• English Learner Progress Indicator: Overall, the district is 

considered “high” in its ability to ensure English Learner 
students progress toward English Language Proficiency. 

• Graduation Rate: While our graduation rate is high, particularly 
for our traditional high schools, some gaps persist across 
ethnicity, ability status, and socioeconomic status.

• College & Career Readiness Indicator: According to the CDE, 
our College and Career Indicator is high at just 57% prepared, 
however, we believe this is low given our community’s vision for 
graduates. Wider and additional gaps persist in the College and 
Career Readiness Indicator when compared to the graduation 
rate, particularly by ethnicity, English Learner status, ability 
status, and socioeconomic status.
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Dashboard Summary
• Suspension Rate: Our district has made great strides in 

improving our suspension rate and narrowing gaps across 
student groups, in some cases eliminating them. However, some 
gaps continue to persist across ethnicity, ability status, and in 
particular, a large gap exists for our students who are in foster 
care or who identify as homeless.

• Chronic Absenteeism: Our district has also begun to make 
strides in improving our chronic absence rate, with two of our 
Title 1 schools showing gains through their improvement work 
this year. However, large gaps continue to persist across 
ethnicity, ability status, socioeconomic status and for our 
students who are in foster care or who identify as homeless.
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Implications
• Continue practices we believe have contributed to our decline in 

suspensions, including trauma-informed and positive behavioral 
interventions and supports.

• Continue our work with the county in Differentiated Assistance to determine 
root causes and potential solutions so our system better serves homeless (in 
areas of chronic absenteeism, suspension, Math, and ELA) and foster (in the 
areas of chronic absenteeism, suspension) students including but not limited 
to an alternative policy for suspension due to student’s home-life 
circumstances.

• Continue chronic absenteeism school based cycle of improvement work and 
district-wide chronic absence letter notifications.

• Refine internal metrics around English Learner progress, for example, via 
Local Indicators in the upcoming LCAP.
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Implications
• As part of strategic plan and process, move towards a targeted universalism 

approach around students who identify as African American in order to shift 
instructional and non-instructional (i.e. suspension) practices to become 
more student-centered. For example, by continuing the work started in ILT 
around investigating the extent to which our students are receiving 
culturally relevant instruction, and how we know to what extent this is 
happening.

• We strive for excellence for our students as demonstrated by the Graduate 
Profile and believe all students should have the opportunity be college and 
career ready. We look forward to focusing future work in the strategic plan 
within the college and career indicator in service of our vision for students.

• As part of the strategic plan and process, we must take a deeper dive into 
Math data and potential causes.
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Next Steps

• Replicate a process similar to the Continuous Improvement Process around 
chronic absenteeism for our Strategic Plan Priority Areas where practitioners 
identify and prioritize high level trends, brainstorm potential hypotheses, 
gather additional data (particularly student-centered data) to eliminate 
hypotheses and determine potential root causes, and identify most 
efficacious research-based activities to address remaining hypotheses. 

• For example: 
– African American Male Achievement Programs
– Hiring and retaining a strong and stable teaching workforce that more closely 

reflects the district’s students
– Strong vision for culturally responsive Tier 1 instruction with collaborative 

professional learning to build collective instructional capacity 



Questions? 

54

Update on California Assessment of Student 
Performance and Progress System (CAASPP)
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